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Environmental NGOs: Elected President Should Prioritize  
Sustainable Development Programs 

 
Jakarta, July 18th, 2019 - Elected President, Joko Widodo, delivered his acceptance speech in              
Bogor City on July 14, 2019. His programs focus on infrastructure development, human             
resource development, investment increase for more jobs, bureaucracy reform, and, lastly,           
effective, and efficient use of the state budget.  
 
However, several NGOs spotted a contradiction having it compared to the results of a cabinet               
meeting on July 16, 2019. The meeting discussed the Waste-to-Energy (WTE) projects to tackle              
waste and marine debris issues, planned to be established in Surabaya, Solo, Bekasi, dan DKI               
Jakarta with direct supervision from the national government.   1

 
Responding to the results of the cabinet meeting, four environmental NGOs: WALHI, ICEL,             
Nexus3, and Ecoton, reminding the Indonesian government that investing in solutions to tackle             
environmental issues has to be thoroughly planned and implemented effectively and efficiently            
so that  the state budget is spent as accordingly. 
 
These four environmental NGOs sees that Waste-to-Energy using thermal technology is not an             2

effective, efficient, and sustainable, especially for long-term investment.  
 
“Acceleration development project of incineration or WTE, once again, showed that Jokowi’s            
cabinet prioritize investors, centralized projects, and huge investments. WTE with thermal           
technology will not resolve waste management issues in those cities, but instead, they will              
create more problems in the future,” explained Yaya, WALHI National Executive Director. Yaya             
added, ”Huge amount of subsidy will be allocated to essentially burn waste, while waste              
management initiatives and decentralization concepts unprioritized. Waste management        

1 Statement of Cabinet Secretary, retrieved from kompas interview. Source: 
https://amp.kompas.com/nasional/read/2019/07/16/18260771/empat-daerah-siap-bangun-pembangkit-list
rik-tenaga-sampah  
2 Waste-to-energy here refers to only thermal waste-to-energy, which includes: incinerator, gassification, 
RDF, pyrolysis, cement kiln, hydrotermal, etc. 

 

https://amp.kompas.com/nasional/read/2019/07/16/18260771/empat-daerah-siap-bangun-pembangkit-listrik-tenaga-sampah
https://amp.kompas.com/nasional/read/2019/07/16/18260771/empat-daerah-siap-bangun-pembangkit-listrik-tenaga-sampah


 

concept in the Waste Management Act aims to decentralize waste treatment, as early from the               
source.” 
 
 
Waste management issues have been Indonesia’s main focus, considering that has been            
several law and decree issued addressing the improvement of waste issues in Indonesia, within              
the same few years. , ,   3 4 5

 
“Government have to act accordingly as Supreme Court verdict, which stated that waste end              
treatment with thermal tech does not correspond with the Waste Management Act. Waste issue              
may be importunate, however, the solution of the problem should never violate the law,” added               
Fajri, Head Division of Environmental Management and Disruption from Indonesian Center for            
Environmental Law.  
 
“Thermal waste-to-energy is not suitable for Indonesia’s waste management solution. Not only            
the unfitted technical and financial aspect, but also the high risk impacts to the surrounding               
communities. Burning waste, especially plastic, creates new vital disaster, due to the invisibility,”             
explained Yuyun Ismawati, Fokus Nexus 3 Foundation’s Senior Advisor. “Fly and bottom ash             
from thermal WtE is categorized as hazardous waste that has to be treated in a special                
hazardous waste facility. This shortcut and mega project will be the new disastrous problem if               
those ashes are treated as normal waste.” 
 
“Considering there will be new toxic source in each 12 cities’ thermal waste to energy, feasibility                
study and environmental permits will not be enough to preserve health, quality of life, and               
environmental improvement for the people,” added Daru Setyorini, Director of Ecoton           
Foundation. “Waste management has to be improved, including the 12 particular cities of which              
waste to energy are planned to be established, however, thermal technologies is not a suitable               
solution. Zero waste concept approach have been proven able to be implemented, even in big               
cities, and this should be supported by the national government.” 
 
These environmental activists sees the inconsistency of thermal WTE as waste management            
solution through several aspects. From the technical perspective, Indonesian waste contains           
high water content and low calorific value. An additive fuel will be required to essentially burn                6 7

wet waste in these 12 cities. Consequently, fly ash, bottom ash, nano-sized particulate             
emission, dioxins, and furans, will be released to the air, soil and water. 
 

3 Presidential Decree No. 18 In 2016, which later renewed to Presidential Decree No. 35 In 2018. 
4 Presidential Decree No. 97 In 2017 
5 Presidential Decree No. 35 In 2018 
6 Damanhuri, E (2008); Tridamaningrum, Y. (2010; Pasek, et.al (2013) 
7 World Bank (1999) ​Municipal Solid Waste Incineration​ -​ Technical Guideline Report 

 



 

Financially, thermal WTE requires high investment and operational cost compared to landfill,            
with the addition of high technical and environmental risks. , , This is also supported by a               8 9 10

toxicology and environmental chemistry expert, Prof. (emeritus) Paul Connet. “Indonesian waste           
are wet due to the high fraction of mixed organic and inorganic waste. It requires high energy to                  
process within the facility. There will be no efficient economic value and energy production. The               
fact is, energy production from thermal WTE is only produce small amounts of energy,” Paul               
Connett stated during the Zero Waste Campaign in Indonesia last week.  
 
He also added that low temperature technology, anaerobic digestion for instance, is more             
suitable for Indonesia, especially to treat organic waste through microbes’ work.  
 
Three years ago, Indonesian government issued Presidential Decree No. 18/2016 concerning           
Acceleration of Thermal Waste to Energy Development in 7 cities, where later cancelled by the               
Supreme Court , as a judicial review was filed from several NGOs and individuals.  11

 
Ironically, only within 2 years, the government issued Presidential Decree No. 35/2018            
concerning Acceleration of Environmentally Sound Waste to Energy. Essentially, there are no            
major difference from those two presidential decree. Therefore, Alliance for Zero Waste            
Indonesia have been constantly reminding the government not to be prematurely pushing for             
the development of thermal waste to energy. , , ​,  12 13 14 15

 
--- 

8 
https://www.ecocycle.org/files/pdfs/WTE_wrong_for_environment_economy_community_by_Eco-Cycle.p
df 
9 Mutz, D. et.al (2017) ​Waste to Energy Options in Municipal Solid Waste Management: A Guide for 
Decision Makers in Developing and Emerging Countries​. Eschborn: Deutsche Gesellschaft fur 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
10  Rawlins, J. et.al (2016) ​Waste to energy in Indonesia: Assessing opportunities and barriers using 
insights from the UK and beyond​. Carbon Trust; The Institute for Essential Services Reform (IESR); and 
The UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) South-East Asia Prosperity Fund 
11 Aisya Aldila, dkk. vs President of the Republic of Indonesia, Supreme Court Verdict No. 27 
P/HUM/2016 - 2 November 2016. The verdict of the requested judicial review is downloadable ​here​ (in 
Bahasa).  
12 Press release 3 Juni 2016 - “Indonesian Civil Society Petition Demands a Judicial Review into 
Presidential Decree on Waste Incinerator Acceleration” 
(​https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bdc2b3_bbb704da656447aeb15ff0bb2de7474b.pdf​) 
13 Press release 27 Januari 2017 - “Koalisi Tegaskan Pengelolaan Sampah Nasional Harus Holistik” 
(​https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bdc2b3_88c323281cf540b79827a233002b659f.pdf​) - in Bahasa 
14 Press release 31 Mei 2018 - “Perpres 35/2018 tentang PLTSa: Pemaksaan Teknologi Mahal dan Tidak 
Berkelanjutan 
(​https://www.aliansizerowaste.id/single-post/2018/05/31/Perpres-No-352018-tentang-PLTSa-Pemaksaan-
Teknologi-Mahal-dan-Tidak-Berkelanjutan​) - in Bahasa 
15 Article 17 Februari 2019 - “Perpres 83/2018: Penanganan Sampah Laut yang Tidak Menyelesaikan 
Permasalahan Sampah” 
(​https://www.aliansizerowaste.id/single-post/2019/02/17/Perpres-832018-Penanganan-Sampah-Laut-yan
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Wahana Lingkungan Hidup (WALHI) / Friends of The Earth Indonesia is an environmental             
organization in Indonesia that has 487 member organization of environmental NGOs and            
communities, and 203 individual members from 28 provinces in Indonesia 
 
Indonesian Center for Environmental Law (ICEL) is an independent non-governmental          
organization working to establish environmental regulatory framework and environmental         
management as accordingly to the concept of an equitable, legal, democratic, and sustainable             
nation. 
 
Nexus3/BaliFokus Foundation is a nonprofit organization working to improve the community’s           
capacity, quality of life and advocating a toxics-free environment together with all stakeholders             
in sustainable way.  
 
Ecoton is a non-profit organization that aims to promote environmental justice for present and              
future generations, especially in sustainable wetland management. 
 

 


